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pressible pleasure she became to her mommy
and daddy and brothers and sister.

Our Lord Jesus Christ has promised His own
life within me to carry out His command. |
can't do it. But Christ in me can. He has told
me what He wants me to do with our children.
He has told me how he wants it done. And in
His infinite grace He has entered into my life
and said, “I will do it in you.”

God meets s right where we are. If these
ples are new to you and you already
Rave antrained children, know that God will
be very gracious to recover. It is not 0o late.
In His strength you can begin now to obey
Him in what He has revealed to you. Your
children will soon learn that because you love
them, you are training them to obey. As you
e R T T
you . .. and in them.

Mr. & Mrs. Al Fabrizio
fo Alegria Press
P.0. Box 183
Palo Alio, California 94302
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1S EVERY CHILD DIFFERENT?

A comment we hear so often is, “But every
child is different and should be dealt with
differently.”” We agree that every child is
ferent. We have as much variety of personality
and temperament in our four children as any
you will find. But they all have one thing in
common . . . they were all born with a self-
centered nature, And each one has required
the rod to bring him to a place of submission
Nowhere in Scripture does the Lord qualify
His command on the basis of personality.

Let me share two personal illustrations of
this:

Our youngest boy has a strong temper. It
was revealed long before he could talk. As a
toddler when we crossed his will by saying
“No” to him, he would not directly disobey.
Instead he would throw himself down on the
floor and kick and scream. At first | would go
over, pick him up, and say, “No, no,” and set
him on my lap to make him hush. However,
ed that, though | relieved the situation
e, | was not training him to live
outside himself.

The next time he was disappointed by a
“No” and he threw himself down and
screamed, right in the middle of his tantrum
1 switched him on his legs. Then I went to a
chair, set him on my lap, made him hush, and
loved and comforted him. He came to the
place when his will was crossed, where he
would throw himself down, begin to scream,
and right in the middle of it catch himself.
By the time | got to him with the switch he
was up, walking around, busying himself as
though everything was fine. Of course, he still
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got the switch because he had to learn to
accept my will immediately. This is what he
has learned to do, overcoming tantrums.

Wil this training break his spiritz No. Only
his self-will, that will which is wholly centered
in self. This is the part that requires faith. | be-
lieve that as | obey the Lord in this, He will
teach our son to subject his will to our loving
authority, and to still develop his personality
in the fullest. In fact, it is the disciplined spirit
that is free to blossom to its fullest because it
is not thrown by circumstances. It is the
pruned vine that flourishes and bears fruit.

In contrast our older boy is unusually sensi-
tive and emotional. He has been this way
since he was an infant. He would burst into
tears at the slightest provocation. The tears
came at any new situation, happy or sad.
When he was very young he would often
burst into tears when we would ask him to
do something he did not want to do. We
would withhold correction, excusing him on
the basis of his sensitivity. 3

Things got worse instead of better because
he would escape into his tears when he did
not want to obey. He was showing more in-
security all the time. | don't believe he did
this consciously but we, in a sense, were
training him to give in to his emotions. We
reasoned, if we use the rod on him it would
only deepen the problem.

The Lord began’ to convict us about the
fact that we were not being obedient to His
word and trusting Him for the result. Finally
one night during devotions, Daddy asked him
to do something he did not want to do with
the usual result . . . tears. We tried to comfort
and coax him, but it only brought on more
tears. So that night he went to bed without
being brought o the place of obedience.

As we both sat there and talked about it our
conviction grew that we were the ones who
were not obedient and that we had to begin
to obey immediately for our son's sake. So
Daddy went in and got him up. He put him on
his lap and told him that we didn't have peace
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about what happened. We confessed to our
son that we had not been obedient to the
Lord who wanted us to be sure that our son
obeyed. Daddy told him that he would have
to correct him. So he spanked him, held him in
his arms and comforted him, had him do the
thing he had been asked to do in the first
place, then put him back to bed. We know our
son went 1o sleep that night more secure in
Daddy’s love. He began to see our obed-
ience and it caused his heart to rest. He
needed to see that we were saying “yes” to
God in assuming the responsibility to correct
his disobedience. We can also rest in the same
assurance that God is faithful and will cleanse
us. | John 1:9. . . . He s faithful and just to
forgive . . . and cleanse us.”

This was a real turning point for both our
son and us. After that the Lord gave us the
grace (o use the rod whenever we were not
obeyed. He became much more secure and
settled and began to learn to live above his
emotions. His temperament is the same and
he is just as sensitive as ever, but he is learning
that issues are more important than his emo-
tions. Before, he evaluated everything by his
feelings. Sensitivity with good judgment is a
good thing. When he learned not to be con-
trolled by’ his emotions, he became much
more interested in others and less involved
with himself. I have often thought, with this
tendency to be so sensitive, how insecure he
would be today if we had continued to cater
to our own lack of faith and his tears. Now
his sensitivity is his gift for positive creativity
and benefits all of us.

That evening brought another turning point
in our son's life. He began to open his heart
to the Lord in a new way. It was as though he
had been holding back that one area of his
heart and when he discovered that he had to
give it up, he was free. His prayers were much
more real. He became more attentive and
interested during family devotions and ever
since | have never known him to feel anything
but warmth and love toward the Lord.
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‘A WORD OF ENCOURAGEMENT

There have been times when | have felt
totally discouraged and defeated with my
children until | had thought there was no
hope, it's too late, I've lost so much ground
that there is no recovery.

We went through a soul-wracking exper-
ience concerning our youngest daughter when
she was around three years old. We were not
being obedient to the Lord in her training.
It was very involved and | am not sure how
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to explain it except to say we were relying on
ourselves and on our own reasoning . . . in
many instances rationalizing we did not need
to spank her. In many ways we were afraid of
her. We disciplined her just enough to main-
tain order but not training her to truly obey.
We allowed her to maintain subtle control
over us by attitudes of an unsubmitted will.
We had a whole list of excuses why we were
not obeying the Lord in this, but the Lord, in
His grace, wouldn't give us peace. He brought
us more and more under conviction about it
until we were miserable.

1 kept telling the Lord, “I can‘t, I just can't
do it And He would answer, “I know you
can’t. Of course not, you never could.” I
would say “I can't” but kept struggling and
trying. Finally I literally spent one entire night
in tears telling the Lord that I was at the end
of myself and if He wanted my children
trained, He would have to do it.

The next morning, after a sleepless night,
when the first occasion arose, I took the switch
in hand and said, “Okay, Lord, You do it.”
And He did. Because I had trained my daugh-
ter to be insensitive to my voice, | had to
begin all over again to train her to listen. I
spoke once and followed through with the
switch. Each time as she sat on my lap and |
loved and comforted her, I would repeat the
words, “Listen to my voice and obey.”

At lunch time that day, after many incidents
of correction, she sat down to eat and bowed
her little head to pray and thank the Lord for
the food. Often before, she had prayed, “Lord,
teach me to obey.” But today she prayed,
“Dear Lord, thank You that | will obey.” She-
stressed the “will” as though she were saying,
“Thank You, Lord, that Mommy is finally obey-
ing You by making me obey. 'm 5o glad | am
not left to myself.”

In the days that followed a beautiful trans-
formation took place. She took on new spar-
Kle, became interested in others, and began
to live outside of herself. And what an inex-
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